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app. 2071–2073, 2151–2157, 2159, and 2163); E.O.
10480, 3 CFR 1949–53 Comp. p. 962, as amended;
E.O. 12148, 3 CFR 1979 Comp. p. 412, as amend-
ed; Defense Mobilization Order (DMO) 3, 44
CFR part 322; DMO–12, 44 CFR part 329;
DMO–13, 44 CFR part 330, 50 U.S.C. 486, 10
U.S.C. 4501 and 9501, 50 U.S.C. 82, and Execu-
tive Order 12742 of January 8, 1991, 56 FR 1079.

SOURCE: 49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984, unless
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 54 FR 601,
Jan. 9, 1989.

Subpart A—Purpose
§ 700.1 Purpose of this regulation.

(a) Title I of the Defense Production
Act of 1950, as amended (50 U.S.C. App.
2061, et seq.) (Defense Production Act),
authorizes the President: to require the
priority performance of contracts and
orders necessary or appropriate to pro-
mote the national defense over other
contracts or orders; to allocate mate-
rials and facilities as necessary or ap-
propriate to promote the national de-
fense; and to require the allocation of,
or the priority performance under con-
tracts or orders relating to, supplies of
materials and equipment in order to
assure domestic energy supplies for na-
tional defense needs.

(b) This regulation consolidates, sim-
plifies, and revises the Defense Mate-
rials System and the Defense Priorities
System regulations, directions, and or-
ders. The Defense Priorities and Allo-
cations System (DPAS) helps to keep
current national defense programs on
schedule and provides an operating sys-
tem that can be rapidly expanded in a
national emergency.

(c) To aid in understanding and using
the DPAS, an overview of its major
provisions is incorporated into this
regulation as subpart B—Overview. The
full text of the DPAS is found in sub-
parts D through L.

Subpart B—Overview
§ 700.2 Introduction.

(a) The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency authorizes certain na-
tional defense programs for priorities
and allocations support. For example,
military aircraft production, ammuni-
tion, and certain programs which maxi-
mize domestic energy supplies are ‘‘au-
thorized programs.’’ A complete list of

currently authorized programs is pro-
vided at Schedule I.

(b) To ensure the preferential treat-
ment of certain contracts and orders
for authorized programs, the Depart-
ment of Commerce administers the
DPAS.

(c) Commerce has delegated author-
ity to place priority ratings on con-
tracts or orders necessary or appro-
priate to promote the national defense
to the government agencies that issue
such contracts or orders. Schedule I in-
cludes a list of agencies delegated this
authority. Copies of the Delegations of
Authority are provided at Appendix I.
They set forth the authorities dele-
gated and those retained by Commerce.

§ 700.3 Priority ratings and rated or-
ders.

(a) Rated orders are identified by a
priority rating consisting of the rat-
ing—either DX or DO—and a program
identification symbol. Rated orders
take preference over all unrated orders
as necessary to meet required delivery
dates. Among rated orders, DX rated
orders take preference over DO rated
orders. Program identification symbols
indicate which authorized program is
involved with the rated order. For ex-
ample, A1 identifies defense aircraft
programs and A7 signifies defense elec-
tronic programs. The program identi-
fication symbols, in themselves, do not
connote any priority.

(b) Persons receiving rated orders
must give them preferential treatment
as required by this regulation. This
means a person must accept and fill a
rated order for items that the person
normally supplies. The existence of
previously accepted unrated or lower
rated orders is not sufficient reason for
rejecting a rated order. Persons are re-
quired to reschedule unrated orders if
they conflict with performance against
a rated order. Similarly, persons must
reschedule DO rated orders if they con-
flict with performance against a DX
rated order.

(c) All rated orders must be sched-
uled to the extent possible to ensure
delivery by the required delivery date.

(d) Persons who receive rated orders
must in turn place rated orders with
their suppliers for the items they need
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